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SITE SURVEY SUMMARY SHEET
FOR

DERP-FUDS SITE NO. CO3VA020200
PLUM TREE ISLAND RANGE, POQUOSON, VIRGINIA

SITE NAME: Plum Tree leland Range
LOCATION: Poquoson, Virginia

SITE HISTORY: The site has been used as a range for aerial bombardmant and gunnery
practice from 1917 to the {ate 1950's. Decontamination of the site was conducted in 1959;
howsver, much of the ordnance, located beneath the marshy surface of the fsland could not be
recovered. An Individust treepassing on the lsiand was killed and another wounded in the late
19680’s when a bomb exploded white being handled, according to interviews from Fish & Wildiife
Service personnel. Currently, the site ls owned by the Depariment of intarior as a wildiife
refuge; however, the Department of Defense reserves the right to jettieon fuel and/or fusel
pods over the lefand In emergency sitmtions,

SITE VISIT: A site visit was conductsd on 10 September by P. Bowen and D. Horton of the
Norfolk District Corps of Engineers. Gary Andres of the Fish and Wiidife setvice guided the
visit. The island is over 3,000 acres in size and covered with marsh grase and intermittant
smali circular ponds created by bomb impacts. The south end of the istand, containing the

of impacta, is eroding at an estimated five feet per year with ordnance being exposed
in the tidal flats during fow tide. Structures on the island inciude three small concrete
observation bunkers, epproximately 10'x12' in size, one large concrete observation bunker
(12'%20") and three metsl obeervation towers. Two of the obeervation towers have been tuken
down with explosives and the matrix of steel beams remain. A third observation tower,
spproximutely 75 feet tali is stilt standing and represents & faling hazard. Touriste coming to
the lsiand by boat are frequently seen climbing the tower. A telephone conversation with Tony
Leger, (604)721-2412, who manages the isiand for the Fish and Wildiife Service, indicates the
Department of interior would be interested in debrie and ordnance removal. However, he
qualified his statement saying there was concern for the amount of environmental damage this
remediation would create. He further stated , should femediation become possibie, the Fish and
Wiidfife Service should be Invoived in the pianning phase of the project.

PROJECT CONDTION: An OEW project Is proposed. A riek assessment cade of V was
determined. A BD/OR project ls recommend for the observation towers. However, the concrete
bunkers da not appesr to consiitute & hazerd and no action on these structures is recommended.

AVAILABLE STUDIES AND REPORTS: Nane provided.

PA POC: Paul R. Bowen, (804) 441-76859, fs the District POC.
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DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATICN PROGRAM
FOR FORMERLY USED SITES

FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY
PLUM TREE ISLAND RANGE

POQUOSON, VIRGINIA
Site No. CO3VAD20200

FINDINGS OF EACT

1. The United States acquired 3,27560 acres, In fee, for use as an A my aviation experimental
station and laver used as an Air Force bombing and gu range. The acquisition took place
between 1917 and 1920. The site is located on the eastern side o the City of Poquoson, Virginia,

2 The site was an open area that was fenced in and the property contained a cargo pier and other
structures Not Shown In the records.

3. Disposal took place In 1972 by wansfer to the Department Of the Interior. The range was
decontaminated in 1959, however, due o itsmarshy nature, centification of the Decon could notbe
done. Inthe disposal, the Air FOICe reserved the ﬂf,ht to use the southern end of the site for an
emergency jettison area. At discussed with Mr. J. McCauley of the U.S, Fish and Wildlife
Service on May 9, 1991, the Air Foroe did iietti_:on a fue\AHod on the site N 1990 and a cleanup
edure was accomplished. A tower was left in place Which creates a hazard and some bunkers

ve been left in place. Also, some ordnance has surfaced.

DETERMINATION

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the site has been determined to have been formerly used
l‘?' DoD. It is therefore eligiblc for the Defenso Environmental Restoration Program-Formerly
sed Defense Sites established under 10 USC 2701, et seq.

e

Date
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PROJECT S%;\‘/IARY SHEET
DERP-FUDS SITE NO. CO3VA020201
PLUM TREE ISLAND RANGE, POQUOSON, VIRGINIA

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The site is a marsh covered island approximatefy 3,275 acres
in slze used as a bombing and gunnery range from 1917 1o the late 1960's. The south end of the
island where most of the ordnance is located is eroding rapidly, exposing numerous bombs in

the sand flats at low tde.

PROJECT ELIGIBILTY:  The ordnanca is definitely 01 DoD origin as e resuit of aerial
bombardment and gunnery practice.

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS: The site ls NOW a wildlife preserve owned by the
Depariment of Interior and managed by the Fish and Wildife Setvice.

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS: A fleld investigation should be conducted for the
focation and removal of ordnance.

OEW RAC FORM:  Attached.

PA POC: Paul R. Bowen, (804) 441-7669, b the District POC,

Encl 6
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